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Abstract: This article discusses the teaching of vocabulary within the framework of 

assessment standards in language education. Vocabulary acquisition is a key component of 

language proficiency, and its evaluation requires clear and reliable criteria. The study 

examines formative and summative assessment methods, as well as modern approaches to 

vocabulary testing. The importance of aligning assessment with learning objectives and 

international standards such as CEFR is emphasized. 
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Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqolada chet tilini o‘qitishda lug‘at (vocabulary)ni o‘rgatish 

va uni baholash standartlari asosida tekshirish masalalari yoritiladi. Lug‘at boyligini 

rivojlantirish til o‘rganishning asosiy komponentlaridan biri bo‘lib, uning samaradorligini 

aniqlash uchun aniq baholash mezonlari zarur. Maqolada formatif va summativ baholash 

usullari, baholash mezonlari hamda zamonaviy yondashuvlar tahlil qilinadi. 

Kalit so‘zlar: lug‘at boyligi, baholash jarayoni, joriy (shakllantiruvchi) baholash, 

yakuniy baholash, Umumevropa til bilish mezonlari (CEFR), tilni o‘rganish, kommunikativ 

kompetensiya. 

 

Аннотация: В данной статье рассматриваются вопросы обучения лексике 

(vocabulary) при преподавании иностранного языка и еѐ оценивания на основе 
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стандартов. Развитие словарного запаса является одним из основных компонентов 

изучения языка, и для определения его эффективности необходимы чѐткие критерии 

оценивания. В статье анализируются формативные и суммативные методы 

оценивания, критерии оценки, а также современные подходы. 

Ключевые слова: лексический запас, процесс оценивания, формативное 

оценивание, суммативное оценивание, общеевропейские компетенции владения 

иностранным языком (CEFR), изучение языка, коммуникативная компетенция 

 

Teaching vocabulary is a central aspect of language instruction, as words are the 

building blocks of communication. Without sufficient vocabulary knowledge, learners 

cannot effectively understand or produce language. Therefore, vocabulary teaching must be 

systematic, meaningful, and aligned with clear assessment standards to ensure that learning 

outcomes are measurable and achievable. 

In the context of assessment standards, vocabulary knowledge is not limited to 

knowing the meaning of individual words. It includes pronunciation, spelling, collocations, 

word formation, and the ability to use words appropriately in different contexts.
1
 This 

means that assessment should evaluate both receptive skills (listening and reading) and 

productive skills (speaking and writing). 

One of the key principles in assessing vocabulary is the use of formative assessment. 

Formative assessment takes place during the learning process and provides continuous 

feedback to learners. For example, teachers may use quizzes, matching exercises, gap-fill 

tasks, or classroom discussions to check students’ understanding of new vocabulary. This 

type of assessment helps identify learning gaps and allows teachers to adjust their teaching 

strategies accordingly. 

On the other hand, summative assessment is conducted at the end of a learning period 

to evaluate overall achievement. Vocabulary tests in summative assessment may include 

                                           
1 Nation, I. S. P. Learning Vocabulary in Another Language / I. S. P. Nation. – Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001. – 

477 p. 
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multiple-choice questions, translation tasks, or writing assignments where students are 

required to use target vocabulary. These assessments must be reliable, valid, and aligned 

with the learning objectives.
2
 

Modern assessment standards emphasize the importance of criterion-referenced 

assessment, where students’ performance is measured against predefined criteria rather than 

compared to other learners. In vocabulary assessment, criteria may include accuracy, range 

of vocabulary, appropriateness of usage, and fluency. This approach ensures fairness and 

transparency in evaluation. 

International frameworks such as CEFR (Common European Framework of 

Reference for Languages) provide clear descriptors for vocabulary competence at different 

levels. For instance, at lower levels, learners are expected to use basic everyday vocabulary, 

while at higher levels, they should demonstrate a wide range of lexical resources and the 

ability to express nuanced meanings.
3
 Aligning vocabulary assessment with CEFR 

standards helps maintain consistency and comparability across different educational 

contexts. 

Another important aspect is the integration of technology in vocabulary assessment. 

Digital tools such as online quizzes, learning apps, and interactive platforms allow for more 

dynamic and engaging forms of assessment. They also provide instant feedback, which is 

crucial for effective learning. 

In addition, teachers should consider learner differences when assessing vocabulary. 

Students vary in their learning styles, pace, and prior knowledge. Therefore, assessment 

tasks should be flexible and inclusive, allowing all learners to demonstrate their abilities. 

For example, some students may perform better in oral tasks, while others may excel in 

written exercises. 

Finally, effective vocabulary assessment should not only measure knowledge but also 

promote learning. This can be achieved by using authentic tasks, such as role-plays, 

                                           
2 Thornbury, S. How to Teach Vocabulary / S. Thornbury. – Harlow: Pearson Education Limited, 2002. – 185 p. 
3 Harmer, J. How to Teach English / J. Harmer. – London: Longman, 2007. – 288 p. 
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presentations, or real-life communication scenarios, where students apply vocabulary in 

meaningful contexts. Such tasks reflect real language use and provide a more accurate 

picture of learners’ competence.
4
 

In conclusion, teaching vocabulary within the framework of assessment standards 

requires a balanced approach that combines clear objectives, appropriate methods, and fair 

evaluation criteria. Both formative and summative assessments play a crucial role in 

monitoring and improving learners’ vocabulary development. By aligning teaching and 

assessment with international standards and modern practices, educators can ensure more 

effective and meaningful language learning outcomes. 
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